
Changing approaches to Religious Education ― 
clarifying some terms
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Apologetics Approach

religious instruction faith sharing



“Apologetics is the process of convincing 

ourselves and explaining to others that we 
are right.”
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Life-Centred, Experiential Approach

By Andrea Pavanello, Milano (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 it 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/3.0/it/deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons

flickr photo by St. Mary's Episcopal Cathedral - Memphis 

https://flickr.com/photos/stmarysmemphis/3154395352 shared under a 

Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) license
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A reconceptualist approach to
 Religious Education

Religious educators reconceive – or rethink ways in which classroom 
religion is most effectively understood in contemporary contexts:

• Pluralist

• Secular 

• Changing



Crawford 

and Rossiter

*Importance of 
creating ‘zones of 
freedom’ in the 
religion classroom 
for an authentic 
educational process 
and genuine 
student 
engagement

Gabriel 

Moran

*the tragedy 
would be that 
that academic 
inquiry is not 
challenging 
enough, and 
formation is not 
particular enough 

Yoram 

Harpaz

*A powerful questioning 
pedagogy, within the 

context of a community 
of thinking, stimulates 
and supports genuine, 
active and authentic 
student engagement

*A Reconceptualist 
Approach

*“ …learning about religion and 
learning from and through 

religion”

  (Strategic Plan, p.3)



Learning 
about 

religion

Learning 
from 

religion

Learning 
through 

religion



Vision for 
Religious Education

Religious Education Reconceptualist 
Approach



THEOLOGY AND METHODOLOGY KU 
LEUVEN / CECV RESEARCH

SCHOOLS Continue to be 
invited to engage directly 
in the school based, ECSIP 

surveys.



BCE adopts a re-contextualised 

understanding of Catholic 

Identity.

(BCE Position Statement)



Clarifying Terms

Recontextualist

Context 
Catholic School Identity

Bringing the Catholic School 

culture into our current 

context.

Reconceptualist

Concept (re-thinking)
Religious Education

Forming new ideas

Learning about Religion

Learning from Religion

Learning through Religion.





Recontextualised

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me… just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me. (Mark 
10:35-36, 40)



Post-
Critical 
Belief

Pollefeyt, D. & Bouwens, J. (2010). Framing the identity of Catholic schools: empirical methodology for 
quantitative research on the Catholic identity of an education institute. International Studies in Catholic 
Education, 2(2), 193-211. doi:10.1080/19422539.2010.504034

https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf
https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf
https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf


Post-critical belief

… challenged to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and who are literate in the 
Catholic and broader Christian tradition so that they might participate 
critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider society.



Elaborating on Post-critical belief

Post-Critical Belief denotes an affirmation of faith propositions as symbolic. It is characterised by 
belief in a God who is transcendent, deferring to a religious interpretation of reality wherein the 
transcendent is represented symbolically. God is the radical "other" to whom we relate through a 
symbolical representation, through the interpretation of a sign that refers to the transcendent 
rather than to a literal and immediate presence. People relate to the transcendent reality through 
the mediums of ritual and story, tradition and organisational structures. These render the 
transcendent reality present indirectly to the faith community (Pollefeyt and Bouwens, 2010, 197). 
For example, the Eucharist is a non-local (indirect) presence of Christ and not a local (direct) 
presence (Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica).

Didier Pollefeyt and Jan Bouwens. “Framing the identity of Catholic schools: empirical methodology for quantitative research on the Catholic identity of an education institute.” International Studies 
in Catholic Education 2 (2010): 193-211
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