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DEFENDING THE FAITH

“Apologetics is the process of convincing

ourselves and explaining to others that we
are right.”
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Kerygmatic approach
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By Andrea Pavanello, Milano (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 it flickr photo by St. Mary's Episcopal Cathedral - Memphis
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by- https://flickr.com/photos/stmarysmemphis/3154395352 shared under a
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Life-Centred, Experiential Approach
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A reconceptualist approach to
Religious Education

Religious educators reconceive — or rethink ways in which classroom
religion is most effectively understood in contemporary contexts:

e Pluralist
« Secular
« Changing



Crawford Gabriel Yoram

and Rossiter Moran Harpaz

* *the tragedy *A powerful questioning
i?;g%l;,tgqggnoefs of would be that pedagogy, within the_
freedom’ in the that academic context of a community
religion classroom inquiry is not of thinking, stimulates
for an authentic challenging and supports genuine,
educational process enough, and active and authentic
and genuine formation is not student engagement
student particular enough

engagement

* __learning about religion and %A ReconceptualiSt

learning from and through

religion” Approach

(Strategic Plan, p.3)
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to target strategically and LEUVEN / CECV RESEARCH
resource.
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Formation Catholic Identity —_— t‘;-a“‘L‘:zn =
SO g o0 and Mission andt"l"’eachlng 2
Stafr! Enriching Our Shaping Our
ose: Curriculum!

» Embedding a
‘head, heart and
hands’ Catholic
identity in all
formation from
induction to
leadership

| » Catholic Identity
embedded within
the DELT Strategy

» Targeted initiatives
to strengthen our
collective witness

» Quality toois
and resourcing
to support our

Learmning and
Teaching
Mission | within RE

SCHOOLS Continue to be
invited to engage directly
in the school based, ECSIP
surveys.

_ .

Catholic Identity
and Culture

Growing Our
Communities!

» Deepening Catholic
Identity within
and beyond our
communities
e g School boards
Parent groups
oulreach agencios

Ecumeanical & mterfasth
connechions



BCE adopts a re-contextualised
understanding of Catholic
Identity.

(BCE Position Statement)

Each of the elements supports staff,

students and families to enhance our
identity through the Catholic Tradition.

Formation
- Liturgical life « Prayer - Catholic Social Teaching
- Laudato Si’ + Spiritual wisdom - Theological reflection

Education
+ Religious Education Curriculum + Catholic perspectives
across the curriculum - lconography « Faith and culture
+ Enhancing Catholic School Identity.

Engagement

+ Christian Ministry - Faith expression and service
+ Archdioccesan « Parish - Student Voice - Retreats
+ Pilgrimages « Gospel and Mission.
Leadership
- Religious literacy - Accreditation + Qualifications
+ Authentic witness.

** Brisbane
’ Catholic
2’ Education

imaching «ctsllseging: transfarming




Clarifying Terms

Recontextualist Reconceptualist

Context Concept (re-thinking)
Catholic School Identity Religious Education
Bringing the Catholic School Forming new ideas
culture into our current

_earning about Religion
_earning from Religion
_earning through Religion.

context.







Recontextualised

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me... just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me. (Mark

10:35-36, 40)




External Critique
literal disaffirmation

Literal Belief

literal affirmation

of thinking

LITERAL
literal way

BELIEF DISBELIEF
inclusion g@pa exclusion of
of trans- ’ transcendence
cendence

Relativity

Awareness of Contingency
symbolic disaffirmation

Post-critical Belief
symbolic affirmation

SYMBOLIC
symbolic way
of thinking

Pollefeyt, D. & Bouwens, ]J. (2010). Framing the identity of Catholic schools: empirical methodology for
quantitative research on the Catholic identity of an education institute. /nternational Studies in Catholic
Education, X2), 193-211. doi:10.1080/19422539.2010.504034



https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf
https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf
https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/formationandleadership/identity/Documents/CI%20Readings/Framing%20the%20identity%20of%20Catholic%20schools%20(ISCE,%20Oct%202010).pdf
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Post-critical belief ziﬂegznzﬁs:%:::;:‘amp

... challenged to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and who are literate in the
Catholic and broader Christian tradition so that they might participate
critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider society.
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Elaborating on Post-critical belief rea
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Post-Critical Belief denotes an affirmation of faith propositions as symbolic. It is characterised by
belief in a God who is transcendent, deferring to a religious interpretation of reality wherein the
transcendent is represented symbolically. God is the radical "other" to whom we relate through a
symbolical representation, through the interpretation of a sign that refers to the transcendent
rather than to a literal and immediate presence. People relate to the transcendent reality through
the mediums of ritual and story, tradition and organisational structures. These render the
transcendent reality present indirectly to the faith community (Pollefeyt and Bouwens, 2010, 197).
For example, the Eucharist is a non-local (indirect) presence of Christ and not a local (direct)
presence (Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica).

Didier Pollefeyt and Jan Bouwens. “Framing the identity of Catholic schools: empirical methodology for quantitative research on the Catholic identity of an education institute.” International Studies
in Catholic Education 2 (2010): 193-211
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» Learning and Teaching Portal (for BCE
staff anly)
» Catholic |dentity

Embedding Catholic Perspectives Media
Resources (]}

> Introduction to the use of the BCE
Curriculum online platform
English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities and Social Sciences
The Arts

Technologies

Health and Physical Education
Languages

WO W NN W W N

Line of Sight Catholic Perspectives G—B

Religion

English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities and Social Sciences

WO W NN

Brisbane Catholic Education

F-10 Curriculum

Overview

Structure

Learning F-2

Learning 3-6

Learning 7-10

Implications for teaching, assessing and
reporting

» Implementation of the Australian
curriculum

WO N NS NN

Student diversity

> Student diversity advice

> Students with disability

> Gifted and talented students
> Students for whom EAL/D

Web Disclaimer  Privacy

Acceptable Use

Learning areas jj

| Religion
| Engiisn
| mathematics
| science

Humanities and Social
Sciences

| The Arts

| Technologies

Health and Physical
Education

I Languages

Optional

Work Studies

Copyright

ACARA

> ACARASITE

> General Capabilities overview
& Literacy

%s Mumeracy

:lf. Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) capability

@ critical and creative thinking
% Personal and social capability
== Ethical understanding

€ Intercultural understanding

Cross-curriculum priorities

Cross-curriculum priorities overview

-% Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
histories and cultures

AA Asia and Australia’s engagement with
Asia

<L Sustainability

Acknowledgement of country
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For more information
Formation and Engagement Services
Fes@bne.catholic.edu.au
reap@bne.catholic.edu.au
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